


featured} courAGEWORLDWIDE

"Why isn’'t someone doing something
about this?" lenny remembers asking
God. “Then | heard God's voice asking
me why | wasn't doing something.” That
was it. She took the bull by the horns
and has never looked back.

lenny began her journey by researching
sex trafficking on the internet.  She read
stories and articles written by experts in
the field. She then began to send emails to
local police departments and the FBL and
placed telephone calls to the experis listed
in the articles. Soon, she began po recaive
responses and was surprised to learn how
eager these people were to share Informa-
tion with her She contacted the Office of
the Artorney General o find out how she
could help fight this horrendows crime thar
affected o many of our children *1 juse
kept asking questions and putting all of
the answers together until 1 came up with
the solution. Build them a home, and call
them family, just as God had instructed,”

Jenny says.

In order to understand Jenny's tireless
bamle against this monster known as sex
trafficking, ome has to take the road thae
lenny taok that day in 2007, Almost afraid

to see ft in black and white, she learmed
that the sheer numbers of children sold
ineo this barbarie and eroel world are stag-
gering. According to the LS, Department
of Justice, human mafficking has become
the second fasrest growing criminal indus-
try — just behind drug mralficking — with
children accounting for roughly kalf af all
victims With an estimated 4.5 million vie-
tims being used in sex tralficking around
the world, 98% of whom are women and
young girls, the number of children in-
valved i3 sickening. Let's remember, these
numbers are merely estimates. Because
thiz erime i% 0 clandestine in nature, it is
difficult to exactly pinpoint the naumbers. &
University of Pennsylvania study conclud-
ed thar children at risk of being domesti-
cally trafficked within the Unived Staves is
roughly 304,000 per year [n Sacramenta
County alone, 300 young girls have been
rescued from this Iife of savagery. Da |
hawve your attention?

Within this great counery of ours where
freedom reigns, our children are being
captured and sold into sex slavery. This
captivity Includes mental, emotional, and
physical torture, incduding sodomy and
rape. Many af the young victims are sold
o rraffickers by their own parents and
grandparents when they are as young as
5 years old. However, the average age of
children forced into this life of horror i be-
rweeen 12 to 14 years of age. Victims, whao
have been exploited in this manner, have
reported thae their traffickers or plmps
wauld require a gquota of 10 o 15 “huy-
ers” per night. Conservatively caleulating
the numbers, a young girl forced inte the
world of sev mrafflicking and prostitution
wauld be actively raped over G0 times
during the course of her victimization. 1f
I didn't hawve your attention before, | cer-
eabnly hope | hawe it now.
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